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News from ICROFS

ØkoForskPLUS: 
Next call is under preparation
ICROFS’ national Programme Com-
mitee works continuously on the 
preparation of the call text for the next 
national research programme on orga-
nic food systems, ØkoForskPLUS.

The committee met in late January 
and will meet again two times in 
spring 2010 to complete the formula-
tion of the call for applications for the 
next research programme. ØkoForsk-
PLUS is thought of as a continuation of 
the whole research effort that has been 
made in the three research program-
mes, DARCOF I-III (DARCOF III runs 
out in 2010).

The programme focuses on a stra-
tegy for the Danish organic research, 
but with a strengthened synergy from 
international collaboration.

A new future research programme 
can further develop organic agricul-
ture to play a still more important role 
in fulfilling political goals of creating 
a synergy between a market-based and 
growth-oriented food production. At 
the same time, the programme will 
meet the green objectives of bio-diver-
sity, pesticides, water protection, and 
climate.

Read more about the current re-
search programme, DARCOF III:

www.icrofs.org/darcofiii

CORE Organic II kick-off meeting
The partners of CORE Organic I have 
expanded their network and success
fully developed a second ERA-NET, 
CORE Organic II, which will be a col-
laboration between 27 partners in 22 
countries. The kick-off meeting takes 
place in Bern on April 14-15.

Read more about CORE Organic 
Funding Body Network: www.icrofs.
org/coreorganic.

Back in 2007, the first CORE Orga-
nic ERA-NET succesfully ended. The 
final scientific report is now available 
and gives details on the activities and 
achievements of the project: www.core-
organic.org.

CORE Organic launched 8 pilot 
projects - running until 2010. These 
projects have each their own webside: 
www.coreorganic.org/research.

 
CERTCOST workshop at BioFach
The latest results from the EU project 
CERTCOST was disseminated at the 
World Organic Fair, BioFach 2010. Part-
ners from the European project present 
ed research results on organic certifica-
tion and costs.

Read more at www.certcost.org.

New organic EU logo
Almost 130,000 
people have voted 
online to choose the 
new organic symbol 
from three finalists. 
The winning logo 
depicts a light green leaf drawn by a 
number of EU stars. This new organic 
logo is going to label all organic pro
ducts produced in the EU.

Read more about the new logo at 
www.certcost.org

Subscribe to ICROFS RSS feeds
ICROFS has revived the RSS newsfeed 
service for researchers and stakehol-
ders of organic agriculture interested 
in news from ICROFS.

Subscription is 
very simple. Just 
click the ”RSS” link 
in the top right cor-
ner of www.icrofs.
org. Then click ”view 
feed XML” and you 
can choose MS Out-
look to handle your 
RSS feeds automatically in the future.

Next national research 
programme is under way

Your input to ICROFSnews

We listen to our readers’s response with 
pleasure, as we are here for you!
   Therefore, any responses are more than 
welcome, be it about the new format, sug-
gestions to improvements, changes, content 
or anything you can think of.

Contact us at: simon.rebsdorf@icrofs.org

Lars P. Kiær is defending his PhD 
thesis entitled:

Meta-analysis of variety mixtures. Cereal 
crop interactions inferred from field trial 
data.

Short summary of PhD thesis
Grain yields of cereal crops are often 
observed to increase when plants of 
different varieties are grown in mixed 
stand (variety mixtures), as compared 
to growth in pure stands. However, 
this mixing effect on grain yield va-
ries widely and is sometimes seen to 
be negative. The general hypothesis of 
higher grain yields in cereal variety 
mixtures was confirmed here, for the 
first time, by means of meta-analysis.

Meta-analysis is a statistical ap-
proach in which previously publis-

hed results can be combined, thus 
utilizing information from many 
different experiments and potentially 
determining the relative importance 
of various experimental conditions. 
Relative grain yield effects in variety 
mixtures were found to vary signifi-
cantly between mixtures and between 
the crop types winter barley, spring 
barley, winter wheat and spring 
wheat. Furthermore, mixing effect 
was related to factors such as the 
number of varieties in the mixture 
and the diversity in grain yields of 
these varieties.

A recent ICROFS-project (BAR-OF, 
2002-2005; www.darcof.dk/research/
darcofii/vi2.html) included field trials 
with barley variety mixtures. Data 
from these were used to investigate 
the relative importance of specific 
variety and mixture characteristics. 
One of the mixtures out-yielded, 
overall, the best component variety in 

each trial.
Meta-analysis is widely applied 

in medicine but only rarely used 
for testing agricultural hypotheses. 
Results from field trials represent 
a distinctive type of data structure. 
Some problems and solutions addres-
sing these structural considerations 
were discussed and investigated in a 
simulation study.

PhD defense: 
Meta-analysis of variety mixtures

About the PhD defense
Lars Pødenphant Kiær

Friday 26. February 1.00 pm

Aud. 1-15 at LIFE, University 
of Copenhagen

 
Main supervisor: Professor Ib M. Skovgaard 
Co-supervisor: Professor Hanne Østergaard

Assessment committee:
Assoc. prof. Christian Ritz (chair)
Fachgebietsleiterin Prof. Dr. Maria R. Finckh 
Senior scientist Kristian M. Kristensen
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